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Reviews and Notes 139 

ABRISS DER DEUTSCHEN GRAMMATIK, von Hans Schulz, 
Privatdozent an der Universitat Freiburg i. Br. Strassburg: 
Verlag von Karl J. Trubner, 1914, vi, 135. 

KURZE HISTORISCHE SYNTAX DER DEUTSCHEN 
SPRACHE, von Hans Naumann, Privatdozent an der Uni- 
versitat Strassburg. Strassburg: Trubner, 1915, vi, 125. 

These little volumes have appeared since the beginning of the 
war and, while in themselves rather indifferent contributions to 
our stock of text-books, should nevertheless be given, for the sake 
of record, a brief characterization. The Abriss of the late author 
of the Deutsches Fremdworterbuch is a good repetitorium of the 
most important facts of historical German grammar. The plan 
follows in general the usual outlines of such manuals, namely, 
Phonetics, Pre-Germanic, Old High German, Middle High Ger- 
man and Modern German. A chart at the end offers a synoptic 
view of the evolution of the modern types of declension from the 
Middle High German. The clear statements of the book, its apt 
and ample illustrations, as well as the literature at the head of 
each chapter, will make it a place of handy reference. The pre- 
supposition, however, of an acquaintance with the old Germanic 
forms, the omission of paradigms, the consideration of only a selec- 
tion of problems, and the absence of all data bearing on the 'outer 
history' of the language, will preclude its use in the present form 
as a beginners' hand-book. The publishers have advised the 
reviewer that the second edition, to be released after the war, 
would contain emendations of nature to render the book more 
generally serviceable. 

Schulz's book is the first number of Triibner's Philologische 
(Bibliothek.) No. 2 is the Kurze historiscke Syntax der deutschen 
Sprache of Hans Naumann. This work cannot be considered a 
substitute for Fiedler's which is presumably still in preparation as 
a companion-piece to Wright's Historical Grammar. Its sole out- 
standing recommendation is the acceptance of Ries' definition of 
Syntax as "die Funktionslehre der Formen im Satze, " and the 
consequent division of the material in accordance with word- 
groups, similarly to Behaghel's Syntax des Heliand, Lenk, Syntax 
der Skeireins, etc. The author realizes that, since word-forms 
belong to the domain of Syntax only insofar as they perform their 
functions in the sentence, the entire morphology could technically 
be embodied in the Satzlehre; for practical reasons of lucidity, 
however, he reverts to the older plan of presentation, and masses 
morphology proper in a second part of the book. 

The scope and treatment of the material — prepared for a 
manual — is a keen disappointment to those who have expected 
the first sketch of historical German syntax, operating with the 
tools of the analytic method, to be a more solid piece of work. The 
author omits all reference to places of citation; in the bibliography 
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of "Die wichtigste syntaktische Literatur," he appears to be alto- 
gether ignorant of the theoretical and practical labors in his field 
of von der Gabelentz (jr.), Morris, Siitterlin, Holthausen, Bliimel 
and others; and, for all the independence of research displayed, 
his examples might conveniently have been culled and re-arranged 
from Wilmanns or Erdmann-Mensing. 

The Science of Syntax is still in a state of fluctuation and we 
have as yet no accepted system to work on. However, this much 
is evident, that the foundations of the rigidly synthetic or norma- 
tive method have been materially shaken, even with respect to 
instruction in the modern periods of language. Whilst the general 
feasibility of a reform for such stages has yet to be practically 
demonstrated, the advantages of the new principles with respect 
to the older dialects where the classical categories are no proper 
criteria of native genuineness, can no more be left out of sight or 
calculation. As a rule, it will be agreed, in books like Diekhoff's 
German Language where the emphasis is placed on the present stan- 
dard idiom and not upon the tracing of phenomena thru the three 
historical divisions of German, it is better for the student to move 
within the frame-work of the traditional method, than to labor 
thru unknown groupings which to him seem to be but the bravours 
of a mysterious methodology. But, where the purpose is a genetic 
presentation, the necessity of continuous reference to Gothic, Old 
High German and even to Anglo-Saxon will eventually assign a 
definite role to the analytic method in all works on the historical 
syntax of German. In other words, there is room and need for 
both the old and the new. The synthetic is thus far the best 
vehicle of the descriptive or normative syntax; the analytic is the 
logical structure of the historical investigation. The Deutsche 
Sprache der Gegenwart of Sutterlin, 3rd edition, 1910, built along 
analytic lines, is just as paradoxical as Streitberg's Gothic syntax, 
based as the latter is exclusively on the Greek prototype. From 
this standpoint, Naumann's book, even tho it registers but a 
feeble attempt, must be given a place among the pioneers. 

Alexander Green. 

The Johns Hopkins University. 

■This author's twin-books, Althochdeutsche Grammalik and Althochdeut- 
sches Lesebuch, appeared both in 1914, and form Nos. 727 and 734 of Goeschen. 
The former is in reality more of a West-Germanic than an Old High German 
grammar, for the comparatively short discussion of the Frankish, Alemannic 
and Bavarian dialects follows upon 114 pages dealing with the West Germans 
and their language. A very interesting section presents the grammatical 
application of the Germanic loan-words in Vulgar Latin, as against the similar 
use of old proper-names. This criterion of reconstruction was doubtless sug- 
gested by Briich, Einfiuss der germanischen Sprachen auf das Vulgarlatein, 
Heidelberg, 1913. Incidentally, in the treatment of Indo-European t and I, p. 
20, as well as of eu>iu, p. 26, the author follows Professor Collitz's views em- 
bodied in JEGPh., vi, 253 ff— The Old High German Reader is pedagogically 
superior to Schauffler. It contains 26 pages of literary history, continued 
by prose and poetic selections, a large number of Urkunden from St. Gallen, 
Fulda, etc., arranged to bring out the differences in the various dialects, and a 
glossary, as against Schaufner's virtually interlinear translation. 



